We are a group of people, many of whom are members of the Small Farm Training Group (SFTG)

which is an association of small farmers and smallholders many of whom live in Wealden District. We

believe that agricultural smallholdings are beneficial in many aspects: social, environmental and

economic and that more smallholdings should be encouraged. Our experience is that there are many

aspirant smallholders who are prevented from becoming such partly due to barriers created by current

planning policies. We agree with the need for restrictions which prevent non-agricultural development in

the countryside and minimise environmental impact but would support changes in planning policy which

will do more to encourage the development of genuine agricultural smallholdings.

